Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 VIENTI 04549 261139Z 
12 

ACTION EA-01 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PA-01 INR-01 /004W 

060920 

O R 261110Z JUN 75 

FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 

TO USINFO WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 

SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 4580 

INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 

DEPT OF DEFENSE WASHDC 

UNCLAS VIENTIANE 4549 

USIAC 

USIA FOR IPS, IBS, CENTRAL NEWS DESK AND LAO SERVICE, IEA/L, 

IOP/G, STATE FOR EA/P 

; EA/LC, S/PRS, BANGKOK FOR VOA AND PAO 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MOPS, PINT, LA 
SUBJ: USINFO 

1. THE UNITED STATES EMBASSY TODAY (THURSDAY, JUNE 26) FORMALLY 
NOTIFIED THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL UNION THAT THE 
UNITED STATES AID MISSION TO LAOS HAS BEEN TERMINATED AS OF 
THURSDAY, JUNE 26 AND THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE WASHINGTON 
HAS ORDERED ALL REMAINING USAID PERSONNEL TO DEPART THE 
COUNTRY IMMEDIATELY. 

2. A FORMAL NOTE FROM THE EMBASSY ANNOUNCING THIS ACTION WAS 
DELIVERED THURSDAY MORNING TO THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

3. THE US GOVERNMENT DECIDED TO TERMINATE USAID BEFORE THE JUNE 30 
DEADLINE AGREED UPON BY THE PGNU AND THE EMBASSY LAST MAY 27 
BECAUSE 

NEGOTIATIONS ON TERMINATION HAVE NOT PROCEEDED IN A MANNER WHICH 
WILL PERMIT AN ORDERLY BILATERAL RESOLUTION OF ISSUES BY 
JUNE 30. 
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4. ACTING USAID DIRECTOR GORDON RAMSEY AND THE ONE REMAINING 
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USAID STAFFER DEPARTED VIENTIANE BY REGULARLY SCHEDULED 
COMMERCIAL AIR CRAFT THURSDAY AFTERNOON. 

5. THE EMBASSY NOTIFIED THE MINISTRY THAT USAID/LAOS HAS 
RELINQUISHED TO THE PGNU CONTROL OF ALL UNITED STATES GOVERN- 
MENT PROPERTY, MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT IN LAOS PERTAINING 

TO THE USAID PROGRAM. ASIDE FROM THIS PROGRAM. THE NOTIFICATION 
ALSO COVERS ALL BUILDINGS, MATERIALS, AND EQUIPMENT IN THE NA 
HAI DIAO COMPOUND, INCLUDING THOSE BELONGING TO THE DEFENSE 
ATTACHE OFFICE OF THE EMBASSY AS WELL AS THE CLUB, POOL AND 
COMMISSARY BELONGING TO THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION. 

6. THE EMBASSY CONSIDERS THAT ALL THIS PROPERTY IS NOW UNDER 
THE CONTROL OF THE PGNU. 

7. HOWEVER, RELINQUISHMENT OF CONTROL DOES NOT MEAN ABROGATION 
OF THE RIGHT OF THE US GOVERNMENT TO PROPERTY, MATERIALS, 

AND EQUIPMENT NOT COVERED BY PROIECT AGREEMENTS BETWEEN 
USAID AND THE GOVERNMENT OF LAOS. 

8. ANY QUESTIONS RELATIVE TO AID WILL NOW BE HANDLED BY THE 
US EMBASSY, WHICH WILL BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS THEM WITH 
THE PGNU. 

DAKS 
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